TN THE CLAIMS 
Please amend the claims as follows: 

Claim 1: (Currently Amended): Polyol o ctrolytes that aro obtain a b l e A 
polyelectrolyte c om prising a po l vmer prepared by polymerization of monomers of 
(meth)acrylamide, a quatemized (meth)acrylamide derivative, a (meth)acrylic acid derivative 
and/or hydrolysis-stable cationic monomers, the composition of the polyelectrolyte being 
characterized by a toxicity index 

Fi = (Qtp - 2Qme)/10 < 1 

where 

= total cationic charge of the polymer 
Q ME = charge proportion of the an ester-type monomer. 

Claim 2: (Currently Amended): Polyoloctrolytes A polyelectrolyte according to 
claim 1 , c haracterized in that tfaoy have wherein the polyelectrolyte has a total charge of 1 to 
99 mol%. 

Claim 3: (Currently Amended): Polyoloctrolytes A polyelectrolyte according to 
olaim o 1 to 2 dajmj,, c ha i actorizod in th at wherein the tcrpolym o rG hav e polymer has a 
solution viscosity of 10 to 2000 mPas. 

Claim 4: (Currently Amended): Polyoloctrolyte s A polyelectrolyte according to 
claims 1 to 3 claim 1. eharaeter4zed4n4hat wherein the quatemized acrylamide derivative is 
3-dimethylammoniumpropyl(meth)acrylamide quatemized with methyl chloride (DIMAPA- 

Quat). 
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Claim 5: (Currently Amended): Pnlynl n ntrnlyt e n A polvelectrolvte according to 
claimo 1 to 1 claim 1. characteriz e d in that wherein the quaternized acrylamide derivative is 
2-dimethylammoniumethyl(meth)acrylate quaternized with methyl chloride (ADAME-Quat). 



Claim 6: (Currently Amended): Pnlyoloctmlytos A polvelectrolvte according to 
claimo 1 to 5 claim 1 . characterized in that wherein the tcrpolymoro contain polymer contains 
0.1 to 20 wt% of a highly cationic, low molecular weight polyelectrolyte. 

Claim 7: (Currently Amended): 

Polyoloctrolyteo A polvelectrolvte according to claimo 1 to 6 claim L characterized in 
that they are torpolymers wherein the polvelectrolv te is a polymer that are obtainable is 
obtained by polymerization of monomers of (meth)acrylamide, a quaternized 
(meth)acrylamide derivative and a (meth)acrylic acid derivative, and/or hydrolysis-stable 
cationic monomers. 

Claim 8: (Currently Amended): Pn1yn1np.trnKt.Qn A polvelectrolvte according to 
claimo 1 to 7 claim 1 . characterized in that wherein the polym o ro ar e polymer is synthesized 
by the a gel polymerization method. 

Claim 9: (Currently Amended): TTnlyn1nr.tm1vt.nn A polvelectrolvte according to 
claimo 1 to 7 claim 1 . characterized in that wherein the polymor o ar e polymer is synthesized 
by the an emulsion polymerization method. 
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Claim 10: (Currently Amended): Polyol o ctrolvt o G A polvelectrolvte according to 
claims 1 to 7 claim 1 , characteriz e d in that wherein the polym e rs are polymer is synthesized 
by the a suspension polymerization method. 

Claim 11: (Currently Amended): Th e us e of poly e l e ctrolyt e s according to claims 1 to 
1Q A method for dewatering ef sewage sludge s sludge comprising utilizing the 
polvelectrolvte claimed in claim 1 . 

Claim 12: (Currently Amended): The us e of poly e lectrolyt e s according to claims 1 to 
4© A method for purification of waste water or conditioning of potable water comprising 
purifying waste water or conditioning potable water with the polvelectrolvte as claimed in 
claim 1 . 

Claim 13: (Currently Amended): Th e use of poly e lectrolytes according to claims 1 to 
±0 A method for manufacture of paper or cardboard comprising manufacturing paper or 
cardboard with the polvelectrolvte as claimed in claim 1 . 

Claim 14: (Currently Amended): Wat e r in wat e r A water-in-water polymer 
di s persions dispersion , charact e riz e d in that th e y contain polyel e ctrolyt e s comprising a 
polvelectrolvte according to claims 1 to 10 claim 1 . 
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